 TheDebateor Arguments for Diſ- 
ſolving this preſent Parliament, ti 
and the calling frequent and new @ | 
 Parlaments. Th 


As they: were delivered in the Houſe of Lords, 
November the 20th. 1675. 


Hat it is according to the Conſtirution of the 
Government, the ancient Laws and Statutes 
of this Realm, rhat there ſhould be frequent 
and new Parliements,- and the praftice of all 
Apes, till this laſt, hath been-accordingly 
Parliaments, both long before and after rhe 

Conqueſt, were held boo 25ers w yery viel Faſter, FF hit- 
ſontide, and Chriſtmss, during the ſpace of E:gbt Days for 
each time, and ſo continued with ſome variations, as tothe. 
rimes of Calling, and lenzth of Holding 3. but always ver 
ſhort unrill the Reign of Ed. 3. in the fourth year of w 
Reign there was a Law made, That Parliaments ſhoxld be 
holden every year once, or more often , and how this Law is to 
be underſtood, whether of a New Parliament every Year, 

: or Calling rhe O!d, is moſt maniteſt, by the praftice, nor 

'_ _enely of all the Apes before, bur of ſome Hundred of Years | 

ſince that Law : Prorogations or Long Adjournments, be- 

 1ng a thing neve: heard of untill latter Years. 

- And ir is moiſt unreaſonable, that any- particular number = nl 

of Men ſhould for many Years ingrofs fo great a Truſt of | 
the People, as to be their Repreſentatives in che Houſe of - 7 
Commons; And that all other the Geatry; and __— by. 
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1ers of Corporations of thel: me Degree and Quality with 


them, ſhould be [o long excluded. Neither is it agreeable 
with the nature of Repreſentatives to be continued for fo 
long a time; and thoſe that cbooſe them, not to be alloweJ 
ſrequent opporrunity of changing the hands, in which they 
are obliged to pur ſo great a truſt. The mutual correſpon- 
denceand Intereſts of thoſe who chooſe and are choſen, ad- 
niitting of great variations 1n length of time, How many 
in this preſent Houſe of Commons are there, whole buſinefs 


and acquaintance has not Þlven them the occaſion of rhe 


corieſpon ence of one Letter, ( for theſe many Years ) 
wi:h any Perſox of thole places for whom they ſerve? How 
many may there be in future Parliaments, 1t continued as 
Jong as This, that may be Prozeftanzs when they are choſen, 
and yet may come in fo many Years juſtly to be ſuſpe&ed 
to have changed their Religion? Nay, How many 1n this 
preſent Parliament are there, who were choſex by the People 
when they, wereof the ſame adequate Intereſt with them, 
andin lengthof time, by the Favour and Goodnels of the 
Prince, and their own great Merits, are become Officers in 
the Court, and about the Revenxe ? T his is not ſpoken to re- 
flet on them, for many of them have behaved themſelves 
very worihy, of thoſe places, bur yet themſelves cannot ſay, 
chat they are equally as free.ro a@t for thoſe thar chooſe theme, 
as they were before : Norare they of the ſame Tutereſt; as 
when they were c#cſen 3: for now they gain, and have the 
advantage by the Peoples payments : And if they.ſhould ſay, 
They are the ſame Men they were, WE may call their Fellow 
Members that have fate with them to Witneſs, whether rhe 
Proverb be nor true, that Honores mutant mores, whether they 
have the ſame Opinios, and the ſame Freedow rhey had be- 
fore. Nay, may it not be faid without offence, that even 
in this Howſe of. Commons, thereare not a few, who, when 
they werechoſen, werelookt upon as Men of Eſtates and 
are either ſincegrown or diſcovered to be of that indigent 
coydnion, that they are much fitter to receive the publick, 
maintenance, then give rhe publick, money ; and it may be 
charitably ſuppolcd, that thoſe Gentlemenare ſo modeſt, as 


LO 


- of I'vx 


 firength, the riches his riches, the glory and bonoxr, his 


(3) 
tobe willing to lay down, if they could, the pablick Truft. 
But 'tis moſt certain, that tnoſe places they ſerve tor, would 
not be willing to continue them in it. There is no queſtion, 
but 'tis the Kings undiſputed Prerogative to call an4 end Par- 
liaments when he pleaſe, and no man, nor number of men 
can limit hima time; bur the greateſt Primce cannot avoid 
the being limited by the nature of things; Repreſ:ntati /es 
of rhe People are necellary to the making Laws, and there 
is a time when it is morally demonſtrable, that men ceaſe 
ro be Repreſentatives, there heing Circumſtances and Pro- 
prieties that diſtinguiſh every thing. as well as Perſon in the 
World : So that to conclude this head, We Owe che Feice 
the obfervance of his ::me and place both for calling and du- 
ration of Parliaments, and the Prixce owes us, nor onely che 
frequencies of Parliaments, but that our Repreſentations 
ſhould be preſerv'd to us in them. 

And further, if you conſider the conſtiturion of our 
Government, where the King as Head ( from whom all rhe 
vital and animal Spltits are ditfuſed through rhe Body ) has 
the care of al, whole Intereſt is to ſeek the welfare of the 
whole; all being his, the flreygrb of the Nation being his 


lory 
and bhexoxr, and1c on the contrary ; Bur leaſt paſhog miſtake 
flattery, or the ill deſigns of rhofe abour the Prixce, fhould 


wake him grow croſs to his Real, and follow a deſtructive 
imaginary Intereſt : Thereis an Eſtate of Hereditary No- 
bility, who are by nba, > the Conncellorr of the Kiz 

dem, and who'e Intereſt and Bufinefs it is, ro keep-the Ba]- 
tance of the Government ſteady, that the Favourites and 
great Officers, exceed not their bounds, and oppreſs the 
People, that Juſtice be duely Adminiſtred, and thar all pares 


of the Government be preſerved entire; Yet even Thefe 


may grow inſolent- ( a Diſeaſe Greatneſs is liable to ) or 
may ty Offees, Dependencies, hopes of Preferment, an1 other 
accidents , become, as to the major part of them, rather 
the obſequious flatterers of the Court, rhen rrue ſuppore 
rers of the publck and Exgliſh Intereſt, and therefore the 


Excellence of our Government, atfords vs anorher —_— of 
6. "5 
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Men, which are the Repreſentatives of the Free-holders, Ci. 
ties, principal Burroughs, and Corporations. 0! England, 
who by the Old Law, were to be new choſen oncea year, if 
nor ofrner, ſo that they perfetly gave rhe ſence of thoſe 
char choſe them; and were the ſame thing as it- thoſe we: e 
preſent that choſe, they ſo newly coming trom them, and 1o 
quickly returning to give an account of their Fileljry, un ler 
the penalty of ſhame, and no turther Trult, 

Thus you have in our Engliſh Government, the Heuſe of 
Commons atfording rhe Sence, the Mind, rhe Frfirmat io. 
the Complaints, the Graevances,, and the deſires ot al! rhoſe 
People tor whom they ſerve, throughout the whole Nation. 
The Peoplearethus ſecure, no Laws canbe male, nor Mo-- 
ney given, but what rhemſelves, though at home, tully con- 
ſenran agree to, The Second Eftate in this Government, is 
the Lords, who are the Councill, the Wiſdom, and Tadgment 
of the Natoz, to which their Birth, Education, and ccn- 
ſtant imployment, being the ſame in every Parliament, pre - 
pares and fits them. The Jaſt; and ſupream of all, is the 
King, One-who gives Life and Vigour to the proceedin:s 
of cb other Two ; TheWill and Deſires of the People, 
thoughapproved by the wiſyom and Judgment of the Lords, 


are Abortive; unleſs he bids them be an A&. _ 
Humane realon can hardly contrive a more excellent Go- 


yernment ; But if you will alter this Gove: nmenr, in any 
of the Three Parts of ir, thediforders an1 incunyeniencies 
3:1cigent to the nature of ſuch alteration, muſt neceilarily 
follow ; As for inſtance, the long continuance of any ſuch 
as are entruſted for others, eſpecially of ſuch” as have fo 
great apower over the Purſe of the Nation, muſt neceſ]; arily 
pr oduce Caballs, and Parties, and the carryinz on, of P! trate 
Intereſts and Comrt-FaGions, rather then the publick gvod, or 
therrue Intereftelrher of the King Or Kinndom. How vaſtly 
is rhe priviledge of a Parliament man encreaſe.1 ſince th- 
middleof the Reign of H. 8. ? Betore, it was (eve al times 
agreed by all the Fxdzes, and obſerved as the Law, Thar 
Member and his Servants, were exempted onely from Arreft, 
and Ontrelaries, bur might be impleaded, ſued, and Attached 
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by his Land and Goods 3 yet now they muſt not be ſued in 
any Caſe, nor diſpoſſcſled of any thing during the time of 
Priviledge 3 nay, thele two lalt Seſſions the Priviledg mult ex- 
tend to excmpt them even from the Fudicature of Parliament 
it ſelf : As allo before the ſame King's Reiga the Houſe of 
Commons never thought of Fadicature, as being in the nature 
of their Conſtitution uncapable of it 3 But fince they are not 
only become Judges of their own Priviledges, condemning 
and impriſoning their tcllow-Subjefs at plcaſure, and with- 
out an Oath, and alſo Judges of all Ele&ions, by which very 
often they, and not the places, chule their fellow-members : 
But now 'tis come to that, that the Hoxſe of Commons pals 
ſentence on the Lords proceedings, make rew crimes, and add 
Preinſtruments to them by their own Authorityz If you 


will ask the reaſon of this change, 'tis plain that Parlia-_ 


ments began in Hen. 8's time to be longer than they ought, 
That Prince knowing that long Parliaments were fitted to 
make great Changes, they have been too frequent ſince, . but 
never of that length as this; Bclides all this, the long con- 
tinuance of Repreſentatives renders them liable to be corrwp- 
ed and won off from the Pablique-Intereft, it gives them 
time to ſettle their Cabals and Intereſt at Court, and takes 
away the great Security the Natioa has 3 that if it be poſlible 
to happen that the Spiritzal Lords becauſe of their great de- 


pzndence on the Crown, the Popiſh Lords being under the | 


preſſure of ſo ſevere Laws, together with the Court Lords 
and great Officers (hould in any future Age make up a greater 
number of the Houſe of Lords, and ſhould paſs things very pre- 
judicial to the Publick, yet all ſhould prove ineffetual, and 
the Nation remain fafe in an Houſe of Commons lately choſen 
that have not had time to learn new Sentiments, or to put off 
their old Principles at a good Market. How great has been 
the modeſiy of this preſent Houſe of Commons, that having had 
the Purſe of the Nation thus long in their hands, as being 


thoſe that firit bzgun the Grants of Subſidies and Aids to the 


King, and ſo by conſequence have all the Addreſſes made to 
them, whea ever the wants of the Crown ( which in this aCtive 
Age are very often) require it, that they have not made uſe 

of 
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of it to the prejudice of the Publich, or to their own advan._ 
tage It was a very high Temptation, and might eafily haye 
rendercd them in their own: Option more than Lords, ang 
they are rather to be commended that they infilted on 5 
higher Terms with tne Lords Houſe, than wondered at for 
what they did; Conlidering the matter, ground, and the 


circumſtances wherein they ftood, and yet they were certainly 


miltaken, and not a little forgot themſelves, when they would 
not allow the Lords Houſe a rower of l:{ſening the Suymmy in 
any Bill of Subſidie or Aid that they had once lit 3 which was 


not onlydirectly contrary to the Intert of thePeople that choſe 
them, but againſt the anczent and expreſs Rule and Cuſtom of 


Parliament, whercby it 1s clear if the Commons grant five Sub- 


fiates, and the Lords agrec but to four, that Bill of Subſidie 
nced not be fent down to the Commons for thcir conſent to 
luch an aJteration. And they certaialy were grown very high 
in their own Opivion, and had a very low eftcem for the 
Lords, when they negle&cd the f{afcty of their belt Friends in 
that Houſe, and did almoſt with ſcorn refuſe the paſſing of 


_ the'Bill for the more fair aud equal Tryal of Peers, which in 


ſeveral S:ſtuns was ſent down to them, How preat were 


| the apprenenſions of all ſober and wiſe Men at every meeting 
of this preſent Parlzamext during theſe late years, and how 


much 15 to be aſcribed to the goodneſs of our Prince,ard to the 
vertue of the Members of this preſent Houſe of Commons, that 
Honours, Offices, Penſions, Money, Imployments and Gifts had 
not bcen beltowed and accepted, and the Government, as in 
France, Dermark and other Countries, made abſilnte and ar 
the will of the Privce? How calic this may be done in future 
Ages vnder ſuch Princes, and fuch an Houſe of Commons as 


may happen, if long ard continucd Parliaments be atiowed for 


Law, may be made fore meature of by this, where though 
the Prince had no del pn, and the Mcnibers of the Houſe of 
Commons have ſhewed fo great Candor and Self-denial, ycr 
the beſt Obſervers are apt to thir.k that we owe it to the trong 


and oppolite Fatlions at Court , that many things of grea: 
Alterations have not paſlcd, 
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And moreover, 1t cannot be paſſcd over with filence, nor. 
contidered without great thoughts of heart, to what a price. 


a Mcmbcr of the Houſe of Commons place is come » In for- 
mer times when Parliaments were ſhort and frequent, The 
Hembers conſtantly received their wages both of their Conn- 
tres and Burroughs > many of the poorer Burroughs petitioned 
to be excuſcd trom ſcnding Members, as not 'being able to 
bear their charge 3 and were ſo : Laws were made in favour 
of the Gentry, that Corporations ſhould compel none but their 
Freemen of their own Town to {crve for them Nay you ſhall 
find in all the ancicat Returns of IVrits for Knights of the 
Shires, their Suretics tor their appearance returned with them ; 
But now the caſe 18 altered, 15001. and 20001, and lately 
7000 !. 15a price Men pay to be intrulted : *Tis to be hoped 
the Charity of thoſe worthy Pcrlons, and their Zeal for the 
Publique Interefi has induced them to be at this Expence 3 
But it were better to be otherwiſe, and there is a ſcurvy Eng- 
I:iſh Proverb, That Men that buy dear, cannot live by ſelling 
cheap> And betides all theſe, the very priviledge of the 
Members, and of thoſe they protect in a Parliament of -{o 


long duration, is a preſſure that the Nation cannot well ſup- 


port it ſelf under 3 So many thouſand Sits of Law ſtopt, ſo 
vaſt a Sum of Money withheld from the right owners, ſo great 
a quantity of Laxd unjuſtly poſſeſſed , and in many Caſes the 
length of time ſecuring the poſſeſſion, and creating a Title 3 
And 'tis an Obſervation not unworthy the making, that all 
this extent of Prwviledge beyond its due bounds has firſt riſen 


from the Members of the Hoxfe of Commons z That Houſe to 


this day pretends to forty days priviledge before and after Par- 
liament, the Houſe of Lords but ewenty, and yet the priviledge 
of Parliament is the ſame to both : and it the Houſe of Com- 
muns obtain their forty days -to become Law and Cuſtom, the 
Lords will certainly enjoy the ſame priviledge 3 But the cure 
of this Evil is very eaſy in frequent and ſhort Parliamc;;ts, The 
Members will afte& no larger prizzledges than are pcceflary 
and uſcful to them, for ſuch as oppreſs and injure others can- 
not expect a ſecond choice, and the preſent time is but ſhort. 
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To all this there arc two ObjeGions that make a great ſound, 
but have really nothing, of weight in them 3 The fir/t Objedi- 
on is, That the Crown is in danger if you call a new Parliament. 
If choſe men be in carneit that urge this, it were to be wiſhed 
they would conlider well what are the Men are likely to be 


choſen, and they are not difficult to be gueſt at through the | 


whole Kingdom, Men of ality, of Ejtates, and of the beſt 
Underſtanding 3 Such wili never attcct ch.zge, or difturb the 
Kings Government : A New Parliament will be the Nation, and 
that will never flick at {inal matters fo render themſelves ac- 
ceptablc to their Price. Would rhe Azz have acquaintance 
with his People ? This is bis way « Would hctaveyer more the 


love of his People ? Thus be 3s ſure to have at. Would the. 


King have a conſiderable tum ot oxy torvay his Debrs and 


put him at eaſe ? Thus be canir7t fail of It, nay he ſhall have it 


as a pledge of cndcarment between him and his people, they 
give it themſelves, and they know tne King rcceives it as from 


theme The Erglih Nation are a gencrous people, and have at. 


all times exprelt them(clv:s ready to ſupply even the Humours, 
and Exceſſes of their Zrinces, and tome of the belt beloved 
Prixces we have had were fuch a5 by Tarr, or otherwiſe put 
us to molt Expence : Witnets Edward the itt. Edward the 3d, 
and Henry the 5th but then always they were fatishcd that 
the Hononr of the Nation: was preſerved, and what ever pri- 
vate or perfonal Exceſſes the Prince had, yet the Nation was 
ſecure, there was no dcfign upon them, neither ſhould their 
money or their ſtrength be uled againit them 3 All 1hy ;s rhe 
happineſs of our preſent {t ate under our moſt gracious King. But 
how ſhall the Pcople know and be fecure 1t 15 {0 ? but by thoſe 
they annually ſend up to Parliament from amongſt themſelves; 
Whereas if the King {nouid have a great Sum of Money given 
by this Parliament. it would be lookt upon as theirs, not as 
the Peoples gitt, ard the belt of Men with their Circum- 
ſtances cannot avoid the ſuſpition, when they give much to 
have received tome 3 aid men will not fo cheartully undergo 


the Burthen of a Tax, and their own Wants in the time of 


this general Poverty, when they apprehend others have the 
Thanks, and pcrhaps thc Reward of their Sutferings. 
The 
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The ſecond Ovjeftion 15 with great apprehenſions and paſ- 
{ion urged by the Biſhops > That the Church and this Parlia- 
ment fall together. Which Objection how vain it is you will 
ealily confels, if ( as was (aid before } the perſons that arc 
lixc to be choſen be conſidered 3 The diflf.nting Proteſtants 
may very probably find more favour and eats, but the © hurch 
can nevcr (iutfrr, either in her Lands or Dipniti-s ſhe now 
enjoys, by an Houſe of Commons contitting ot Mea of the hell 
Quality 2nd Eſtates in England, 35 the next certainly Will 
do: But, on the other fide, what do the Biſhops m-2n by this 
Atlertion ? moſt certainly it is not their intent to mike the 
Intereſt of the Church and the Nation direct oppotit and incon- 
tittent one with the other and yet 1n laying this they con- 
fcls, that rhis Houſe of Commons are not the truc Repreſent 4- 
tzves of choſe they ferve tor 3 that the Peopie and tiicy are ot 
different minds; that if they were to chooſe again, they 
would chooſe other men of other {cntimentsz And it muſt 
be confeſſed that what ever is not natural is by torce, and 
mult be maiitained by force, A ſtanding Parliament and a 
{tanding Army are like thoſe Twins thac have ther lower 
parts united, and are divided only above the Navel; they 
were born togetier, and cannot long outiive each other. 
Certainly that man is no triend to the Chrirch that withes it 4 
third incorporated with thole two. | 


To conclude this Debate, the continuance of this preſere 


Parliamint any longer is unpracticable 3 the breach this 
Houſe of Commons has made upon LC Lords 1s as unlikely to 
be repaired with theſe preſent Mcn, as it is to be renewcd 
by another Houſe of Commons Of a vow EleGion 3 If you con- 


iider the Power, the Courtſhip, ani the Addreſſes that theſe _ 


Men have for ſo many years cnjoycd and received, they may 
almoſt be forgiven if they ciink themielves greater Men than 
the Lords in the higher Houle 3 bulides it i5 very well known 
that many: of the ablctt and mott wortny Patriots amongtt 
them have carried this Difference to tne greatett height with 
this only delign, that by this means tivy might deliver the 


Nativa from the danger and prefſure © 4 long continued 
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Parliament : Whereas a new choſen Howſe of Commons, eſpe- 
cially if it were fixt, and known that it could not remain 
long , could not be apprehended to have any affcation to 
excecd their jult bounds, nor to renew a Conteſt, where the 
Intereſt of the People is manitclily on the Lords fide 3 for be- 
fides the undoubted Right and conſiant Practice that the 
Lords enjoy in the Caſe of Appeals from Courts of Equity, 
all other Expedients when well confidered, give the Crown, 
the Favourites and Miniſters the power over every inans 
Eftate in England. 


Thus you ſee *tis the Trtereſt of all ſorts of men to have 
a New Parliament > This will give the King conſtant and ne- 
ver-failing Supplies with the hearts and good-will of his 
People : This will not only preſerve the Cihrrch in the Ho- 
nours, Dignities and Revenues ſhe now enjoys, and make her 
the Protetirix and Aſylam of all the Proteſtants through Exrope, 
but will alſo encreaſe the Maintenance of the Miniſtry in 
Corporations and great Towns, Which is now much wanting, 
and of great concern to the Church. This will procure the 
diſſenting Proteſtants Eaſe, Liberty, and Protection : The 
Papiſts may juſtly expect by this to be delivered from that 
gricvous preſſure of penal Laws they lie under, if they can be 
contented with being deprived of accels to Court , bearing 
Offices or Arms : The great Officers and Miniſters may under 
this enjoy their plzces undiſturbed and in quiet, and be ſecure 
with a moderate Conduct, and reaſonable Condeſcentions to 
attain that in a new Parliament which they have by experience 
found is impoſſible in the o/d. Ina word, there is not to be 
imagined an Intere#t againit this, unleſs there be an invete- 
rate party ſtill remaining 1n our World, who to compals their 
Revenge, and repair their broken Fortunes,would hope to {ce 
the AG of Oblivion ſet afide, and this happy Monarchy turned - 
into an abſolute, Arbitrary, Military Government , But Charity 
bids us hope there are no ſuch Men, 
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